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city of a private benefactor, a man of great
wealth, now an octogenarian, In a very simple and
touching speech at a public dinner I heard him
tell the story of his benefaction* " One day/'
he said, " as I was walking along, I saw a woman
ordering off some children who were playing
on the grass round her house. They went away
looking very miserable and some of them began
to cry, I walked on: but somehow those children
stuck in my mind: so presently I turned round
and came back to the place. I found the children
sitting on the curb and asked them what they
were doing. They said they had no place to
play. In a flash it came to me what to do with
my property. And I did it next day." A
dozen instances more or less resembling this
came under my notice in other cities, and may
be taken as typical of the way the National
Recreation Association of America, now developed
far beyond its original form, came into being.
Troublesome as his children are, Uncle Sam
is very fond of them and means to do the best
for them he can.- He may be obdurate enough
about international debts, but mention the children
and his heart softens at once.